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book-making in print, the stationers concerned in his publications
felt that tliis multiplying of treatises was becoming a serious
matter, and, from the following entry in the register of the
Stationers' company, it appears that they took steps to protect
their interest in such of his books as were already in print
Memorandum That I Gervase Markham of London gent Do promise
hereafter Never to write any more book or bookes to be printed, of the
Deseases or cures of any Cattle, as Horse, Oxe, Cowe, slieepe, Swine and
Goates &c. In witnes whereof I liave hereunto sett my hand the 14th Day of
Julie. 1617.
Gervis Markham.
It is probably this memorandum which has led to Markham
being often described as the first English * hackney writer/ a
phrase used by Harte; but he no more deserves this appellation
than many another contemporary writer, and there is no evidence
that he was employed by the booksellers to write any of his
numerous books. How, or by whom, he was induced to sign the
promise does not appear, but it was hardly to be expected that
such an enthusiast could thus completely forswear his especial
hobby.
For some years, he spent his energies upon other subjects, but,
in his later days, he brought out yet two other small horse books,
The Complete Farriar, or the Kings High-way to Horsmanship
and MarJchams Faithfvll Farrier. In sending forth the latter,
he utters a note suggestive of the weariness of age, but he shows
no abatement of his claim to supremacy in veterinary lore, he has
lost nothing of his valiant assurance, and he still does all 'for the
publick good.'
Having (lie says) gained experience all my life to these present dayes,
wherein I am ready to creepe into the earth, willing now at the important
request of my best friends, [I] have yeelded my selfe to lay the glory of my
skill in Horsemanship, open to the World: and having1 kept secret in the
Cabinet of my Brest, these Secrets, by which I have gained from many a
Noble person, many a fayre pound, I now bestow it upon thee for the value
of size pence. It may be; some will account me a Eoole in Print, for
disclosing my Secrets, but I ever regarded the life of a worthy Horse, before
the word of a f bole.
Among the modern writers on horses to whom Markham,
in his Maister-peece, acknowledges his indebtedness, he especially
esteemed Salomon de la Brone, *a man of exquisite practice and
knowledge/ whose work Le cavaleriee Francois was printed ab
Paris in 1593--4 Of English authors, he names Clifford and
Mascall, and also mentions among bis authorities fifteen names